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A message from Gov. Mark Gordon 
Over the past few weeks, 

residents and visitors to 
Cheyenne have witnessed 

the progressive unveiling of the 
regilded dome of Wyoming’s 
restored Capitol. Seeing the 
gleaming gold emerge from 
the shrouds that had protected 
it, as skilled artisans worked 
tirelessly to refurbish the seat 
of our state’s government, has 
been a magnificent thing. It 
summons instantaneous pride 
and reminds every onlooker that 
the Wyoming Capitol stands as 
the architectural symbol of the 
spirit of Wyoming’s people. Our 
Capitol truly is the people’s house 
and soon enough will once again 
become the center of Wyoming’s 
state government.

In 1887, during the cornerstone 
ceremony, Wyoming’s territorial 
delegate to Congress, Joseph M. 
Carey, stated that our Capitol was 
a “monument to the enterprise 
of a progressive people.” We 
were a confident people, too, 
by all accounts, as we started 
construction on it before we 
became a state.

Our territorial forbearers 
were very forward thinking 
for the time, boldly passing a 
Constitution that would lead the 
nation in its respect for civil 
rights. Article 1, Sections 2 and 
3 of Wyoming’s Constitution are 
remarkable even today. Consider 
Section 3: “... Equal political 
rights. Since equality in the 
enjoyment of natural and civil 
rights is only made sure through 
political equality, the laws of this 
state affecting the political rights 
and privileges of its citizens shall 
be without distinction of race, 
color, sex, or any circumstance 
or condition whatsoever other 
than individual incompetency, or 
unworthiness duly ascertained 
by a court of competent 
jurisdiction.” 

This kind of leadership wasn’t 
new for our state. Wyoming had 
already been counting women’s 
votes as a territorial government 
for 50 years before the rest 
of the nation passed the 19th 
Amendment in 1919.

If you are counting, Wyoming 
is celebrating 150 years of 
women’s suffrage this year. It is 
an auspicious year, but then we 
have always been a positive and 
enterprising people.

The restoration and 
rehabilitation of the Capitol 
needed to occur. When I first 
served as state treasurer seven 
years ago, the edifice was in 
dire need of attention. 
Safety for those 
who visited and 
worked there 
was a real 
concern. 
Falling 
exterior 
stone, 
electrical 
shorts, 
plumbing 
issues and 
broken-down 
elevators were 
becoming the 
norm, and there 
were obvious 
deficiencies in 
fire protection. By 
modern standards, 
the building 
didn’t 

encourage public accessibility, 
with ADA compliance problems 
and public restrooms limited to 
the garden level.

We needed to 
invest in critical 
infrastructure 
to save the 
building, to 
modernize it, and 
to do so without 
destroying 
its beauty or 
character. For 
those who remember, 
there might be a 
twinge of nostalgia for the 
old crowded committee rooms 

that were never big enough. 
However, the newer, 

better-equipped and 
technologically 

advanced rooms 
incorporated into 
the rebuild make 
this Capitol more 
open to the public 
and a fitting 
conduit to our 
future.

In the process 
of renovation, 
treasures of history 
were uncovered. 

Wisely, we took 
this opportunity to 

reconstitute 
some of the 

ornate 

grandeur that her designers 
intended. Expert craftsmen have 
restored the original decorative 

paint, ceiling heights, lay 
lights and revamped 

the Territorial House 
Chambers. Perhaps 
most magnificent 
of all is the historic 
Supreme Court 
Chamber.

All of this was 
important because in 

the words of poet Maya 
Angelou, “If you don’t 

know where you’ve come 
from, you don’t know where 
you’re going.” And we are a state 
that knows where it is going.

The hard work that has taken 
place these past several years 
will no doubt delight generations 
to come, but it is also a wise 
investment in infrastructure that 
will allow future generations 
to debate our state laws, and 
our state’s elected leadership 
to implement them, within the 
context that those extraordinary 
halls provide.

As I have walked its black-
and-white checkered floors as 
a citizen, as state treasurer, and 
now as governor, I have always 
been awed by our Capitol’s 
significance to Wyoming and 
our way of life. The history of 
the place and the opportunity 
to walk in those halls and work 
for the people of Wyoming will 
always be a privilege I hope 
every Wyoming citizen has the 

chance to experience.I am 
looking forward to returning 

to the building which will 
always be the “People’s 
House” – the center of 
Wyoming’s government 
for generations to 
come.

Mark Gordon has been 
Wyoming’s governor 

since Jan. 7.
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A message from Gov. Mark Gordon 
grandeur that her designers 
intended. Expert craftsmen have 
restored the original decorative 

paint, ceiling heights, lay 
lights and revamped 

the Territorial House 
Chambers. Perhaps 
most magnificent 
of all is the historic 
Supreme Court 
Chamber.

All of this was 
important because in 

the words of poet Maya 
Angelou, “If you don’t 

know where you’ve come 
from, you don’t know where 
you’re going.” And we are a state 
that knows where it is going.

The hard work that has taken 
place these past several years 
will no doubt delight generations 
to come, but it is also a wise 
investment in infrastructure that 
will allow future generations 
to debate our state laws, and 
our state’s elected leadership 
to implement them, within the 
context that those extraordinary 
halls provide.

As I have walked its black-
and-white checkered floors as 
a citizen, as state treasurer, and 
now as governor, I have always 
been awed by our Capitol’s 
significance to Wyoming and 
our way of life. The history of 
the place and the opportunity 
to walk in those halls and work 
for the people of Wyoming will 
always be a privilege I hope 
every Wyoming citizen has the 

chance to experience.I am 
looking forward to returning 

to the building which will 
always be the “People’s 
House” – the center of 
Wyoming’s government 
for generations to 
come.

In a very quick ceremony in the early morning of Jan. 7, Wyoming Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Michael K. Davis administers of oath of offi ce to (L-R) Treasurer-elect 
Curt Meier, Superintendent of Public Instruction Jillian Balow, Gov.-elect Mark 
Gordon, Auditor-elect Kristi Racines and Secretary Ed Buchanan. Photos by Rachel Girt 

Receiving his oath of offi ce in the Capitol, The People’s House held a special signifi cance 
to Gov. Gordon. With his wife, Jennie Gordon, by his side, Gordon took the oath of offi ce 
administered by Wyoming Supreme Court Chief Justice Michael K. Davis. 

hdrinc.com

Celebrating a Legacy
At HDR, we’re proud to be part of the restoration of the historic
Wyoming State Capitol, bringing new life to this building’s storied
legacy and a renewed civic heart for the citizens of Wyoming.
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Beauty, safety and functionality 
return to the Capitol
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By Rachel Girt
For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Gazing up 
54 feet at the Capitol rotunda, 
crowned with restored 1888 
ornate paint designs, Tony 
Ross sums up the entire 
Capitol Square Project as “just 
magnificent.”

Ross is the chairman of the 
Oversight Group on Capitol 
Rehabilitation and Restoration. 
He, along with the rest of the 
Oversight Group, the project 
team and 3,990 workers, have 
worked hard to restore the 
Capitol’s original historic 
grandeur while modernizing the 
building’s systems, addressing 
building code and life safety 
issues, and increasing public 
access.

He characterizes his time on 

the project as a labor of love. “I 
have an enormous sense of pride 
in what we have accomplished 
together,” Ross said.“Even the 
workers have such passion and 
are proud of their work.”

The Capitol closed to the public 
in 2015 to reduce costs and 
shorten the construction process. 
The entire project included 
four intertwined components: 
the Capitol restoration at $116 
million, the Herschler Building 
at $57 million, the Capitol 
Extension at $19 million, and 
the Central Utility Plant at $19 
million. Another $80 million was 
allocated for furnishings, site 
work and landscaping, design 
needs and temporary space 
leases. Another $2 million will 
be used to complete a 300 seat 
auditorium, student learning 
center, and a visitor center in the 
Capitol Extension

The overall process was long 
and difficult, admits former 
Gov. Matt Mead, who spent the 
majority of his two terms in office 
dealing with the renovation. “But 
now, walking through the Capitol, 
and, in particular, being in the 
Supreme Court Chamber, there 
is no doubt in my mind that the 
time and work spent by so many 
people was more than worth the 
effort.”

Mead added, “Good 
government is a government that 
allows for the full participation 
of people. The crowded meeting 
rooms, not being (Americans 
with Disabilities Act)compliant 
and the design of the building 
didn’t allow for maximum 
participation by the public. I 
think that the project changed 
that for the betterment of all.”
Fixing the Capitol required the 
addition of fire suppression 

and smoke evacuation systems, 
mechanical rooms, larger 
elevators, restrooms on every 
floor and two internal stairways 
extending from the third floor to 
the garden level. In the process, 
the Capitol lost 10,000 square 
feet of usable space.

The Oversight Group added 
to the project the rehabilitation 
and expansion of the Herschler 
Building and the Capitol 
Extension to address space 
needs. In doing so, the project 
gained 94,851 square feet of 
space. The addition of a new 
Central Utility Plant allowed the 
State of Wyoming to handle the 
mechanical and electrical needs 
of five state buildings 
more efficiently, while its 
relocation made room for 
the expansion of the Capitol 
Extension.

Photo by Michael Cummo/WTE 



July 2019 

The Importance of The 
People’s House

Jayne Mockler’s passion for 
the Capitol started when she was 
just 10 yearsold, coming to visit 
her father, who was just elected 
to the Wyoming Legislature. She 
recalls it as such an “amazingly 
beautiful, overwhelming, awe-
inspiring building.”

Fast forward more than 20 
years later, and Mockler was 
elected to the Legislature, 
serving from 1993-2008. “Serving 
in the Capitol elevates your 
appreciation for the position that 
Wyoming voters gave you and the 
ability to make a difference in 
their lives,” she said.“Everything 
from the art to its physical 
stature all brings home that what 
we’re doing in this building for 
the people of this state makes a 
difference.”

As a legislator, Mockler would 
regularly walk the Capitol 
with the workmen who pointed 
out what was falling apart or 
breaking, and what they’d 
repaired so many times that they 
couldn’t physically fix anymore. 
Cracked plumbing, electrical 
shorts and exterior stone falling 
off the building were among the 
growing problems.

More concerning, the Capitol 
had very little smoke detection, 
and no smoke evacuation or 
fire suppression systems. 
Fire and smoke could spread 
quickly throughout the building. 
Modeling indicated that during a 
fire, individuals would have less 
than five minutes to get out of the 
building safely.

“We are lucky that the Capitol 
never went up in smoke,” Ross 
added.

Mockler, Ross and other 
legislators recognized that the 
piecemeal approach to repairs 
wasn’t working. “We had the 
sense that if this building truly 
was important, you have to 
maintain it. And in our case, we 
had to restore it.”

In 2003, the Legislature 
established an account to set 
aside funding for the project. 
When the Legislature authorized 

the Capitol Square Project in 
2014, the account had grown to 
more than $100 million. The main 
drivers of the Capitol restoration 
revolved around repairing 
critical life and safety issues and 
rectifying the absolutely horrible 
space needs for the public, Ross 
said.

Improving public accessibility 
meant going beyond addressing 
overcrowded committee hearing 
rooms and making the Capitol 
ADA-compliant. Mockler added, 
“You need accessible bathrooms 
on every floor, not just in the 
garden level. You have to be able 
to get a gurney in an elevator, 
instead of carrying people down 
those horrible stairs from the 
third floor to the second floor.”

Once construction began in 
2016, the project first needed 
to strengthen the Capitol’s 
foundation by installing 621 
micropiles, which are deep 
foundation elements constructed 
using high-strength, small-
diameter steel threaded bar and 
drilled down 30 to 40 feet. The 
process, called underpinning, 

enabled the Capitol’s existing 
foundations to bear heavier loads 
than originally designed for in 
the late 1880s. This allowed for 
modern utilities to pass under the 
historic footings.

To remedy crucial life and 
safety issues, automatic 
sprinklers and fire suppression 
systems have been installed 
throughout the building. An 
emergency generator for lights 
has been added, and a massive 
fan system was installed that 
is capable of quickly clearing 
smoke from the building. The 
internal staircases on the 
north side of the House and 
Senate chambers that connect 
the third-floor galleries to the 
chambers have been extended 
to the garden level, providing 
a second means of egress in an 
emergency. 

Extending these staircases 
allowed for the removal of the 
unsafe and unattractive exterior 
fire escapes on the north side of 
the building.

Former Gov. Matt Mead examines the expanded ceremonial conference room.  
Photo by Rachel Girt 

CAPITOL 
Project Facts

• Net square feet gained with the 
Capitol Square Project: 94,851

• Individuals employed during the 
project: 3,990

• Most of the original sandstone 
used for the Capitol was mined at a 
quarry near Rawlins, Wyoming, in the 
late 1880s. The current owner of the 
quarry, the Anschutz Corporation, 
allowed the State of Wyoming to 
harvest the stone for the restoration 
for free.

• 974 external stones have been 
replaced or received dutchman 
repairs.

• Together, the stained glass ceilings 
in the Senate and House chambers are 
composed of more than 20,000 glass 
pieces.

• The new location of the Central 
Utility Plant expands the plant 
footprint by 11,000 square feet to 
approximately 18,000 square feet. 

• For the fi rst 12 years of its existence, 
the dome was copper colored, with 
no gilding. The gold was added in 
1900, and the dome has been regilded 
fi ve other times before this project. 
The process of gilding took six days 
and required about seven ounces of 
gold.

• The Herschler Building has been 
radically transformed and expanded 
by 56,000 square feet.

• To strengthen the Capitol’s 
foundation, 621 micropiles were 
installed an average depth of 35 feet 
below the foundation footings.

• Did you know that the upper part 
of the exterior of the Capitol is made 
of galvanized metal, not stone? The 
upper entablature, cornice, pediments 
and parapet walls above the stone 
pilaster capitals consist of galvanized 
metal. Similar to many buildings of 
the late 19th century, the metal was 
originally painted to resemble the 
color and texture of the sandstone 
masonry below. 
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As part of the Capitol 
rehabilitation, all mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing systems 
were completely removed, 
replaced, run underneath the 
garden level floor and up vertical 
chases to the attic. The Capitol 
now has infrastructure cores on 
every floor that include public 
restrooms and new elevators. 
Before this project, there was only 
one public restroom for women, 
one for men and one unisex 
restroom in the Capitol. The 
rehabilitation project has created 
a total of six public women’s 
restrooms and six public men’s 
restrooms in the building core.

To better accommodate 
increased public participation in 
policymaking, the project created 
larger meeting rooms throughout 
the Capitol Complex. Within the 
Capitol proper, two new large 
meeting rooms seat about 50 on 
the west end of the first floor. 
The two-story historic Territorial 
House Chamber/Wyoming 
Supreme Court Chamber has 
been restored, making it the 
largest meeting room in the 
Capitol, seating 75 people with 
the restoration of the balcony.

The four entrances to the 
garden level have been opened to 
their historic dimensions, twice 
as big as the previous entrances. 
The corridor to the Capitol 
Extension has also been widened. 
Historic vaults, some with 
uncovered paintings on the doors, 
have stayed in the public space.

The larger entrances combined 
with the restored higher ceilings 
have transformed the garden 
level into a welcoming space, 
Gov. Mead said, adding, “No one 
could mistake this space for a 
basement any longer.”

Ross highlighted that for the 
first time in recent history, all 
five statewide elected officials 
will have their offices in the same 
building. The Secretary of State, 
State Auditor, State Treasurer 
and Superintendent of Public 
Instruction have two formal 
offices next to the rotunda.

Capitol Extension
Once considered just a tunnel 

that connected the Capitol to the 
Herschler, the Capitol Extension 
has been transformed into a 
beautiful, functional space with 
natural light and views of the 
Capitol dome from skylights. The 
statues of Esther Hobart Morris 
and Chief Washakie have been 
relocated here from outside.

The remodeled extension now 
extends under the Herschler 
Building almost to 26th Street, 
adding approximately 40,000 
square feet to the existing tunnel. 
The new space accommodates 
many of the public needs and 
functions that were displaced 
from the Capitol, including four 
public meeting rooms that seat 75 
and two larger rooms seating 100.

Right now, two of these meeting 
rooms, a 300-seat auditorium, 
a TV studio, a student learning 
center and a visitor’s center 
are shelled space and will be 
completed within the project 
budget. Also on the north end 
of the extension are conference 
rooms, a catering kitchen and a 
media center.
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The garden level was excavated to run mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems 
infrastructure below the fl oor which made it possible to remove the suspended ceiling 
tiles and expose arched openings. Photos by Rachel Girt 

CAPITOL from 7
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Central Utility Plant
By the time the project started, 

the systems in the Central Utility 
Plant had reached the end of 
their life cycles and required 
extraordinary maintenance 
to keep them operating. Ross 
noted that adding the plant’s 
replacement to the project made 
sense.

The Central Utility Plant 
supplies mechanical and 
electrical service to five state 
buildings: the Capitol, Herschler 
Building, Barrett Building, 
Supreme Court Building and 
Hathaway Building.

Lacking sufficient, serviceable 
space for new systems, the 
Central Utility Plant had to be 
relocated just to the south of 
the Herschler East Building 
and expanded to accommodate 
additional equipment. The new 
CUP expanded its footprint 
by 11,000 square feet to 
approximately 18,000 square feet.
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A park-like setting for visitors
With the removal of much of the concrete, the 

surrounding plaza between the Capitol and the 
Herschler Building has been returned to a park-like 
setting with more green space. 

New sidewalks replicate the historic walks and 
create diagonal pathways for easier access to the 
Capitol and the new central entrances of each wing 

of the Herschler Building. 
“Everything that we’ve done has been done with 

an eye toward restoring the Capitol to its original 
grandeur, and that includes the green space in the 
plaza and the exterior design of the Herschler to 
the fact that we have skylights in the extension,” 
Ross said.

Herschler Building
Since the Capitol Extension 

couldn’t house all the displaced 
space needs, the Herschler 
Building was also remodeled, 
repaired and expanded.

Demolition of the atrium 
removed the outside link between 
the two wings of the Herschler 
Building, opening up the historic 
north view of the Capitol and 
reducing heating and cooling 
costs.

Ross added that the exterior 
of the Herschler Building had to 
be replaced to addresses major 
maintenance issues, including 
water infiltration, corrosion, 
wall gaps and rotting window 
blocks. Replacing the exterior 
also provided the opportunity 
to enlarge the footprint of the 
building over existing slab 
foundations, increasing the 
building space by approximately 
56,000 square feet.

“We took the Herschler, 
a monolithic building, and 
designed it to complement, but 
be subservient to the grandeur of 
the Capitol,” Ross explained.

The Central Utility Plant has been relocated and expanded. The CUP supplies mechanical and electrical service to fi ve State buildings: 
the Capitol, Herschler Building, Barrett Building, Supreme Court Building and Hathaway Building. Photo by Rachel Girt 

The Herschler Building has been remodeled and expanded to house functions that have been displaced from the Capitol. The atrium 
on the north side of the building has been removed to improve building effi ciency and security, and to restore views of the Capitol.  
Photo by Rachel Girt 



Serving as a historic symbol of Wyoming’s 
people for more than a century

By Starley Talbott
and Linda Graves Fabian
For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – The Wyoming 
Capitol has stood as a symbol 
of the spirit of the people of 
Wyoming for more than a 
century. Through struggles 
small and large, the state 
has persevered and thrived. 
Many additions, updates and 
improvements have been made to 
the physical building.

   Established as a territory in 
1869, Wyoming quickly garnered 
national attention when the first 
territorial assembly granted 
all women above the age of 21 
the right to vote. That move by 
the Legislature made Wyoming 
the first territory in the United 
States where women were 
granted the voting 
franchise. The 
suffrage act was 
motivated by a 

number of factors, including 
enticing more women to 
the territory to increase the 
population, bringing more voters 
into the population and genuine 
concerns that women should be 
allowed to vote.

Wyoming was sparsely 
populated in 1886 when 
territorial governor 
Francis E. Warren 
spoke of a need for 
public buildings. 
The territorial 
legislature passed 
a bill authorizing 
the construction 
of a capitol at a 
cost not to exceed 
$150,000. 

Governor 
Warren signed the 
bill on March 

4, 1886, and 

appointed the Capitol Building 
Commission. 

The commission purchased a 
site on Hill Street, now Capitol 
Avenue, at a cost of $13,100. 
David W. Gibbs of Toledo, Ohio, 
was selected as the architect. The 
company of Adam Feick & Bro. 
of Sandusky, Ohio, submitted 
the winning construction bid of 
$131,275.13. The contractors 

broke ground on Sept. 9, 1886.
   The Feicks’ company had 

completed several buildings 
in Ohio of similar style to 
what was desired for the 
Wyoming Capitol. Since the 
distance from Sandusky to 
Cheyenne was quite long, 
the Feicks subcontracted 
with Robert C. Greenlee 
of Denver to oversee the 
project and sent Adam 
Feick’s son, John, to 
supervise in Cheyenne.

   Twenty-five-

year-old John Feick arrived in 
Cheyenne on Feb. 2, 1887. His 
impressions of the climate and 
culture are expressed through 
some of his letters to his young 
bride, Lizzie, who remained in 
Ohio. He posted a short note to 
her on arrival, stating, “I just 
arrived at Cheyenne right side 
up and handled with care … it is 
snowing & blowing bad enough 
to scare a man to death his first 
night.” Followed by a longer 
letter:

February 5, 1887
Dearest Wife:

I suppose you received the 
letter I wrote you when I arrived. 
I had quite a long trip, and feel 
very lonesome and homesick for 
you, to be fifteen hundred miles 
away from you and in a part of 
the country where you have to 
wear a belly-band to keep your 
cap on your head is a pretty bad 
thing.

There are very wealthy people 
living in this town, but they all 
look to me like cow-boys. Lizzie 
you can not imagine what kind 
of a country this is. You can go 
just one hundred miles straight 
out in the country and not see 
a house or a living sole, but 
wolves, prairie dogs, deer, 
there are some very heigh 
mountains that you can see 
from Cheyenne that have 
snow on the top all the year 
around and the cars 
run to the top of them 
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The Capitol as photographed by Joseph Stimson, who was employed as a photographer for the Union Pacifi c Railroad and was a prolifi c free lance photographer, ca 1905. 
Photo J.E. Stimson Collection, Wyoming State Archives, Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources 



Serving as a historic symbol of Wyoming’s 
people for more than a century

year-old John Feick arrived in 
Cheyenne on Feb. 2, 1887. His 
impressions of the climate and 
culture are expressed through 
some of his letters to his young 
bride, Lizzie, who remained in 
Ohio. He posted a short note to 
her on arrival, stating, “I just 
arrived at Cheyenne right side 
up and handled with care … it is 
snowing & blowing bad enough 
to scare a man to death his first 
night.” Followed by a longer 
letter:

February 5, 1887
Dearest Wife:

I suppose you received the 
letter I wrote you when I arrived. 
I had quite a long trip, and feel 
very lonesome and homesick for 
you, to be fifteen hundred miles 
away from you and in a part of 
the country where you have to 
wear a belly-band to keep your 
cap on your head is a pretty bad 
thing.

There are very wealthy people 
living in this town, but they all 
look to me like cow-boys. Lizzie 
you can not imagine what kind 
of a country this is. You can go 
just one hundred miles straight 
out in the country and not see 
a house or a living sole, but 
wolves, prairie dogs, deer, 
there are some very heigh 
mountains that you can see 
from Cheyenne that have 
snow on the top all the year 
around and the cars 
run to the top of them 

and that is 8,000 feet heigher 
than Cheyenne. Cheyenne is just 
two and one half miles higher 
in the air than Sandusky is, so 
you can imagine how the wind 
blows. I will close for two night 
and write you another letter in 
the morning, hoping to hear from 
you soon. 

Your true & 
faithful husband,

John A. Feick

John boarded at several places 
in Cheyenne before constructing 
his own quarters in a small 
building near the Capitol that he 
referred to as his “castle.” He 
adapted to life in Wyoming and 
told Lizzie on March 15, 1887, “I 
begin to like this country better 
every day the grass is coming out 
green and the leaves are coming 
out on the trees, the air is so 
clear and pure that you can see 
one hundred and fifty miles and 
see the snow on all the tops of 
mountains.”

Work progressed on the 
Capitol, and John wrote to Lizzie 
often to tell her of the plans for 

the laying of the cornerstone:
May 2, 1887

Dearest Wife:
People here are going crazy 

over the cornerstone. They have 
collected $1800.00 dollars to lay 
it with, they are going to have 
a BarberCue, that is something 
that you or I never saw in the 
East, perhaps you don’t know 
what a BarberCue is, if you don’t 
I’ll not tell you what is until you 
come to see it. The People of 
Cheyenne have appointed me 
on two commitees on Committee 
of arrangements, and on the 
Committee of receptions, so you 
see I don’t belong to you common 
people in Ohio any more…If you 
come out here and stay till fall 
you can vote, all women have 
the right to vote when in the 
Territory 3 months.

Yours as ever, 
John A. Feick

Even though John’s wife, 
Lizzie, was not present for the 
laying of the cornerstone on 
May 18, 1887, dignitaries and 
ordinary citizens gathered 

to celebrate the momentous 
occasion. The Cheyenne Daily 
Sun reported that the laying of 
the capitol cornerstone was “the 
occasion of the greatest military 
and civic demonstration ever 
witnessed in the history of the 
city.”

   A copper box containing 
items such as the laws of 
Wyoming and an impression of 
the great seal, newspapers and 
photographs was placed in the 
cornerstone. The dedication 
ceremony included a speech 
by Judge Joseph M. Carey (who 
later became Senator Carey). 
Following the ceremony, the 
crowd thronged to the barbecue, 
where it dined on pork, mutton, 
roast beef, bread, cornerstone 
pickles and lemonade.

On May 26, 1887, John Feick 
wrote his wife, “I suppose by this 
time you know what kind of a 
time we had at the laying of the 
Corner Stone, people expect to 
have a larger time on Decoration 
Day, I tell you this is a great 
country for excitement. People 
are more liberal & a nicer class 
of people than you find in the 
east.”

John Feick left Cheyenne in 
March of 1888, having completed 
his duties. The couple remained 
in Sandusky, where John 
continued working with the 
family business. The business 
continues today under the name 
of Feick Contractors Inc. and 
Feick Design Group Inc.

   The Capitol Building 
Commission accepted the 
completed building from the 
Adam Feick & Bros. Company, 
and the commission submitted its 
final report on March 31, 1888. 
The territorial assembly had 
already passed a bill providing 
$215,000 for construction of 
additional public buildings, 
including $125,000 for adding 
wings to the Capitol, which were 
completed on April 4, 1890.

   In 1889, the Wyoming 
Constitutional Convention met in 
the Territorial House Chamber 
of the new Capitol. The two-story 
room included a public balcony, 
a stained-glass lay light and a 
brilliant chandelier. 
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A large crowd was on hand for the celebration of the laying of the cornerstone and to 
partake in a barbeque in 1887.
Wyoming State Archives, Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources 

Dozens of workers perched on the walls and in front of the building as they posed for 
the camera during the fi rst addition to the Capitol, ca 1889. 
Wyoming State Archives, Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources

See HISTORY, 12



This historical room was where 
Wyoming reaffirmed the right of 
women to vote and included that 
right in the state constitution. 
The space also served as the 
chamber of the Wyoming 
Supreme Court and then housed 
the Legislative Service Office. 
Today, the historical Territorial 
House Chamber is once again 
restored as it was in 1889, and 
is a public meeting room. It is 
because of this room and the 
inclusion of women’s suffrage in 
Wyoming’s constitution that the 
Wyoming Capitol is designated as 
a national historic landmark.

   On March 26, 1890, 
Wyoming’s congressional 
delegate, Joseph M. Carey, 
introduced a bill calling for 
statehood. Because of its low 
population (estimated at around 
62,000 in 1890), there was some 
opposition in the U.S. Congress 
to admittance. Despite those 
protests, including an objection 
to female suffrage, Wyoming 
became the 44th state when 
President Benjamin Harrison 
signed the statehood bill on July 
10, 1890.

   The official celebration of 
statehood occurred in Cheyenne 
on July 23, 1890. The formal 
observance was attended by 
nearly 5,000 people and included 
a two-mile parade leading to the 
Capitol, ceremonial speeches, a 
grand ball and fireworks.

The Capitol has undergone 
many additions and upgrades 
since the achievement of 
Wyoming statehood. Additional 
wings were added to the Capitol 
in 1917, with William Dubois of 
Cheyenne as the architect. In 
1980, the Capitol underwent a $7 
million upgrade, which included 
the addition of modern lighting, 
heating and air conditioning 
systems, as well as exterior 
maintenance.

   

In 2014, after much 
deliberation, the Wyoming 
Legislature agreed to a total 
renovation of the Capitol. Pre-
construction started in 2015. 
Construction began in 2016, 
resulting in the closure of the 
building for three years. The 
grand re-opening of the Capitol, 
set for July 10, 2019, will 
showcase the dome of the Capitol 
as an icon of Wyoming that glows 
with renewed glory for all of the 
state to celebrate.

 Wyoming’s 32nd governor, 
Matt Mead, stated, “The restored 
Capitol will stand for the next 
century – a symbol of Wyoming 
statehood and all it encompasses. 
It will welcome visitors and those 
who participate in government. 
The Capitol is, perhaps, the most 
important building in the state. 
It represents the ideals of the 
people of Wyoming now, just as 
it did when the cornerstone was 
laid 130 years ago.

(Note: The book, 
“A History of the 
Wyoming Capitol,” 
by Starley Talbott 
and Linda Graves 
Fabian was due 
to be published 
by The History 
Press in June). The 
Wyoming State 
Museum is hosting 
a book signing July 
10 from noon to 
6 p.m., and again 
July 13 from noon 
to 4 p.m.
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Authors Starley Talbott and Linda Graves Fabian toured 
the Capitol during construction to gain more insight for 
their book “A History of the Wyoming Capitol.” 
Photo by Historic Preservation Architect Mike Dixon

HISTORY from 11
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By Rachel Girt
For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Using artisans 
and craftsmen, the restoration 
of the Wyoming Capitol has 
returned the historic decorative 
elements and the grandeur of 
this 130-year-old architectural 
treasure.

The stunning restoration work 
is not tied to today’s trends, 
explained former Gov. Matt 
Mead, but instead “ties us to 
our past and to those who came 
before us when the first addition 
of the Capitol was built in 1888 
and when we became a state in 
1890.”

Due to the limited historical 
photos available, the project 
invested in researching through 
old plans, documents, newspaper 
articles and personal journals to 
find historic elements. Much of 
the paint designs and palettes 
were discovered by historic paint 
investigations, but some were 
discovered through demolition 
and happenstance. 

The stencil design in the shared 
elected official conference room 

on the first floor originated from 
sections of ceiling uncovered 
during vault demolition. Just this 
past May, the artisans unveiled 
beautifully detailed paintings 
on the front of vault doors on 
the garden level. Additionally, 
the removal the suspended 
ceiling tiles exposed not only 
more stencil designs but also the 
original ceiling heights, historic 
arches, coffered ceilings and 
decorative column capitals.

Tony Ross, chairman of the 
Oversight Group on Capitol 
Rehabilitation and Restoration, 
laughed and said, “I can’t 
believe that the magnificent 
trompe l’oeil paint and higher 
ceilings were covered up all this 
time.”

The decorative painting in 
the rotunda, Territorial House/
Supreme Court Chamber and 
many other spaces throughout 
the Capitol has been restored 
to match the painting from the 
original 1888 construction.Using 
patterns discovered during the 
project and historic photos, 
painters were able to recreate 
the painting in a style called 

Capitol restoration 
turns back the 

clock to the original 
grandeur 

A paint investigation uncovered the original 1888 decorative paint in the Historic House 
Chamber/Supreme Court Room. This style of painting, called trompe l’oeil, created an 
illusion of a three-dimensional effect through the use of highlights and shadows in the 
painting process. Photos by Rachel Girt

A new ceremonial conference room, located 
in the Governor’s Suite, provides a space 
for events such as bill signings. This space 
originally housed the State Library in 1890. 

The four entrances to the garden level have 
been opened to their historic dimensions, 
twice as big as the previous entrances. 
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EverGreene Architectural Arts restores the plaster in the Historic Supreme Court 
Chamber/Territorial House Chamber. 
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trompe l’oeil, which means to “fool 
the eye.” This style of painting 
created an illusion of a three-
dimensional effect through the use 
of highlights and shadows in the 
painting process.

The artisans who have handled 
the paint renovation are “true 
masters of their art,” Mead added.

With the removal of the elevator 
shafts and their move to a new 
location, the majestic public 
corridors have been restored to 
their original width. On the third 
floor, visitors can see from the 
House to the Senate chamber. 
There were originally 15 skylights 
washing the third floor in 
daylight. The chamber skylights 
were reopened in 2009, and nine 
other skylights have now been 
reinstalled above the rotunda, the 
monumental staircases and the 
gallery lobbies. 

An artisan with the Gilders’ Studio restores the lustrous gold leaf fi nish on the lantern of the Capitol dome. The entire gilding 
process took six days. Photo by Rachel Girt

See GRANDEUR, 16

EverGreene Architectural Arts restores the plaster in the Historic Supreme Court 
Chamber/Territorial House Chamber. 
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The exterior of the Capitol 
had significant repairs and 
restoration work done, as well.

The exterior sandstone was 
replaced in areas where it was 
loose, posed a life-safety hazard 
or did not shed water properly. 
Stonemasons carved decorative 
pieces by hand high up on 
scaffolding that surrounded the 
Capitol for many months.

Most of the original sandstone 
used for the Capitol was mined at 
a quarry near Rawlins, Wyoming, 
in the late 1880s. The current 
owner of the quarry, the Anschutz 
Corporation, allowed the State of 
Wyoming to harvest the stone for 
the restoration free of charge. 

Above the stone, highly skilled 
artisans with the Gilders’ Studio 

restored the lustrous gold leaf 
finish on the Capitol dome. 
The gilding process used one 
Imperial ounce, or 28 grams, 
of gold per 100 square feet, 
totaling about 7 ounces of gold.

Before gilding, craftsmen 
with Renaissance Roofing 
Inc. finished the decorative 
pieces on the upper sections 
of the Capitol dome. Due to 
the extensive damage, the 
original pieces were removed 
and recreated from copper 
and later painted to match the 
rest of the entablature on the 
Capitol. Renaissance Roofing 
also repaired or replaced 
the entablature, cornice and 
pediments at the top of the 
Capitol exterior.

In addition to new mortar, 974 external stones on the Capitol have been replaced or 
received repairs. Top left provided by the Capitol Square Project/Photos by Rachel Girt

Craftsmen with Renaissance Roofi ng Inc. fi nish the decorative pieces on the upper 
sections of the Capitol dome. Due to the extensive damage, the original decorative 
pieces were removed and recreated from copper and later painted to match the rest of 
the entablature on the Capitol. Photo by Rachel Girt
 

One man poses on a slab of sandstone that is hoisted by a stiff leg derrick in a 
sandstone quarry near Rawlins between 1890 and 1910. 
Photo courtesy of the Denver Public Library, Western History Collection

EverGreene 
Architectural 
Arts puts the 
fi nal touches 
on the 
paint in the 
rotunda.
Photo by 
Rachel Girt

GRANDEUR from 15
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By Rachel Girt
For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – One of the 
Capitol Square Project’s most 
notable historic features is of 
the restoration of the Territorial 
House Chamber, where the 
1889 Wyoming Constitutional 
Convention affirmed women’s 
right to vote, hold office and 
serve on juries.

About 130 years ago, as 
participants watched from 
the crowded second-floor 
gallery, convention delegates 
incorporated language into the 
state’s draft constitution from 
the 1869 territorial provisions 
affirming women’s suffrage. 

On Sept. 14, 1889, the 
Cheyenne Daily Sun reported, 
“Forty centuries of history 
personified will also gaze 

upon and applaud the noble 
act by which Wyoming places 
herself in the forefront of all 
commonwealths in the world – 
by being the first to give equal 
rights and exact justice to woman 
in granting her the suffrage with 
all that implies in civil, religious 
and property privileges.”

The Capitol’s National Historic 
Landmark status is attributed 
to the women’s suffrage debates 

that occurred here, making 
it one of the most historically 
significant chambers in the 
country.

“We had a very, very 
progressive constitution, which 
was shocking to a lot of people 
on the East Coast, especially in 
the South, because it allowed 
women to vote,” explained Jayne 
Mockler, a former state legislator 
from Laramie County.

Restoring the chamber where women’s 
right to vote was fi rst guaranteed

Enshrining the room where history was made

A Brisco Inc. demolition crew removes the fl oor in the Historic Supreme Court Chamber. From 
demolition to stenciling, a lot of work has gone into restoring the Chamber. 

EverGreene Architectural Arts restores a decorative paint pattern on the ceiling of the 
Historic Supreme Court Chamber. 
Photos by Rachel Girt

A Brisco Inc. welder removes the ceiling in order to restore the two-
story original height of the Historic Supreme Court Chamber.
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The Sept. 29, 1889, Cheyenne 
Daily Sun had “faith in securing 
the admission of Wyoming, 
notwithstanding the reports 
that they get from Washington 
of the sneers cast upon women 
suffrage by the average member 
of Congress. The friends of 
the cause all over the country 
must rally to our support, for if 
the territory is rejected on this 
ground, women’s suffrage will 
get a blow from which it will not 
recover.”

At the time of the Constitutional 
Convention, the room served 
as the 1888 Territorial House 
Chamber, and became the 
Supreme Court Chamber in 1890. 

This historic two-story space 
was divided into two floors 
several decades ago. As part 

of the renovation project, the 
floor dividing the chamber 
was removed, reclaiming the 
two-story volume and public 
balcony. This historic room is 
now the largest meeting room 
in the Capitol and will seat 
approximately 75 members of the 
public. 

Beyond its historical 
significance, the ornate 
decorative elements make this 
chamber unique. Historic paint 
studies revealed extensive 
trompe l’oeil paint in a vibrant 
color palette dating back to 1888. 
Additionally, a stained glass lay 
light and chandelier, which had 
been moved to Room 302 in the 
1970s, have now been restored 
to their original location in the 
chamber.

The original paint patterns, stained glass lay light and historic chandelier make the 
Historic Supreme Court Chamber quite remarkable.  
Photos by Rachel Girt

Restoring the chamber where women’s 
right to vote was fi rst guaranteed

BECKER AND BECKER
STONE COMPANY

14681 Derby Grange Road, Dubuque, IA 52002 | Phone: 563-588-9638 | FAX: 563-583-6611
Email: info@beckerandbeckerstone.com

Thank you to the State of Wyoming for including
us in this project.



Truth, Justice, Courage and Hope 

�ank You
Brisco, Inc. is proud to have been the demolition contractor for the Wyoming
State Capitol Building Renovation.

Thank you to the State of Wyoming, JE Dunn Construction, HDR and the other
design team partners for the opportunity of working on this historic project.

Thank you to Bob Lower of Lower and Company for your design of the
temporary shoring systems we used during structural demolition.
We would not have been able to protect our people or this beautiful old
building without your ingenuity.

Lastly, thank you to our crew for working safely and ef ciently, and for
being committed to quality service. We are proud of your efforts
and grateful for your loyalty.

Brisco, Inc.

Brisco Demolition
PO Box 607 Cheyenne 82003.

307-214-9711
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By Rachel Girt
For the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – “Four Sisters,”a 
group of allegorical bronze 
sculptures, representing Truth, 
Justice, Courage, and Hope, now 
stand guard in the four niches 
below the stained-glass plafond 
of the Capitol rotunda.

According to the March 1, 
1888 Cheyenne Illustrated, 
thefour nicheswere meant to be 
adorned with noble statues in 
the colonnade of the rotunda, 
visible from the first floor.  Why 
those niches remained empty 
133 years since the inauguration 
of the State Capitol building is 
a mystery that the Oversight 
Group on Capitol Rehabilitation 
and Restoration decided to 
rectify.

In May of last year, after a 
competitive international search, 
the appointed art selection 
committee made the unanimous 
decision to commission the 
sculptor Delissalde to create 
four bronze sculptures for the 
Wyoming State Capitol.  A citizen 
of the United States, Delissalde 
was born and raised in Mexico 
City and currently lives and 

works in his atelier in Denver 
and in Aix-en-Provence, France. 
His sculptures are prized by art 
collectors in North America and 
Europe alike.

When the committee saw 
the conceptual design and the 
clay-maquettes presented by 
Delissalde, the decision was 
easy to make. Tony Ross, the 
Oversight Group Chairman, 
remembers howthey tried to 
put themselves“back in the 
1888 mode where Wyoming is 
trying to enter the grand stage.” 
Ross added, “Delissalde put his 
whole heart and soul into the 
work and came up with fabulous 
sculptures that transcend a 
moment in time.”

Delissalde believes that, “the 
artist is a messenger of the good 
news of beauty” and as such, 
he must fulfill such a duty. He 
maintains that his life “is a 
journey in the quest for beauty” 
and that the creation of this 
group of sculptureshas been 
an honor and joy in his artistic 
journey. From the beginning, he 
set out to design and create the 
four sculptures for the Capitolas 
a unified group of feminine 
allegories with a unified 

message.The artist describes it 
as, “Four Sisters announcing a 
manifesto of life through four 
most noble ideals,guiding and 
guarding the House of the people 
of Wyoming: Truth, Justice, 
Courage, and Hope.”

The artist points out that the 
oldest sister—“Truth”—leads 
the way illuminating our path 
towards a meaningful life.  The 
second sister—“Justice”—sets 
the course for Wyomingites 
to live without tyranny and 
in peace and respect for one 
another.  “Courage”, the third 
sister, allows us to carry on, 
encouraging and exhorting us 
to choose what is right. The 
youngest sister, “Hope” reminds 
us that the yearnings of our soul 
will be satisfied and that she 
provides strength for the day and 
meaning to our travails. 

After eighteen months in the 
making, accented by gilding,and 
with patina aging them, the 
bronzes stand nine feet tall 
and weigh between 600-700 
pounds. These sculptures will 
be permanently installed in the 
State Capitol and will be seen for 
the first time by the public on 
July 10, 2019.

Delissalde models the clay for the allegory 
of truth at his atelier in Denver.
Photos by Rachel Girt
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The sculpture representing the allegory of 
truth being welded together at the foundry. 

The artist Delissalde in his atelier in Denver.

Truth, Justice, Courage and Hope Truth, Justice, Courage and Hope Truth, Justice, Courage and Hope 
stand guard at the Capitol
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Thank you to Bob Lower of Lower and Company for your design of the
temporary shoring systems we used during structural demolition.
We would not have been able to protect our people or this beautiful old
building without your ingenuity.

Lastly, thank you to our crew for working safely and ef ciently, and for
being committed to quality service. We are proud of your efforts
and grateful for your loyalty.
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From the beginning, the 
Wyoming Capitol Square 
Project has been driven 

to ensure that the Capitol, the 
people’s house, not only lasts 
another 130 years, but that 
it also provides a safe and 
welcoming home for you to 
actively participate in your state 
government.

Why is the Capitol important? 
The Capitol is the physical 
embodiment of Wyoming’s 
state government –of your 
government. The building 
belongs to you and represents 
all that we hold dear about our 
republic. 

Our Capitol is one of the most 
architecturally significant 
buildings in Wyoming. Within 
these walls, our territorial 
forefathers passed a forward-
thinking constitution that 

enshrined women’s suffrage – 
the first state in the nation to do 
so. That event led to our Capitol 
being recognized as a National 
Historic Landmark, one of only 
20 state Capitols to achieve this 
status.

Walking through the restored 
Capitol today, you can witness 
firsthand the magnificent 
grandeur that our territorial 
forefathers intended with the 
restoration of the original 
ceiling heights and the return 
of the 1888 decorative paint 
designs.

 The Territorial House 
Chamber, where the state’s 
constitutional convention was 
held, has been returned to its 
original two-story volume with 
a public balcony, making it the 
largest public meeting room 
in the building.  The extensive 

trompe l’oeil decorative painting 
and a stained glass lay light and 
chandelier have been restored 
to the room.

Beyond the beauty and 
grandeur, the most significant 
aspects of the project are 
hidden underneath the floors 
and behind the walls. Critical 
structural and infrastructure 
repairs were needed, and we 
were very lucky the building 
didn’t burn down. 

Before the renovation, there 
was very little smoke detection, 
and no smoke evacuation or fire 
suppression systems. In a fire, 
occupants would have had less 
than five minutes to evacuate 
the building safely. Exterior 
sandstone was falling off the 
Capitol and, in some places, the 
metal entablature was hanging 
on just by wire. 

Ross: Project ensures the Capitol 
provides for future generations

By Tony Ross

The 16-year-long process takes us back to our roots 

Tony Ross, chairman of the Oversight Group 
on Capitol Rehabilitation and Restoration
examines a painting uncovered on one of the 
garden level vaults. 
Photos by Rachel Girt

Workers remove the external fi re escapes on the Capitol. East-facing windows have been restored to the House Chamber.
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The 16-year-long process takes us back to our roots 

The Legislature knew we had 
to fix the building or risk losing 
her. So that’s why, in 2003, we 
embarked on putting away money 
into an account to save for this 
critical project. By the time the 
project started, we had saved 
$100 million, which was about 
a third of the total expenses for 
this project. The rehabilitation 
and restoration of the Capitol 
were budgeted at $116 million. 
We added repairs and expansion 
of the Capitol Extension ($19 
million) and Herschler Building 
($59 million) to the project, as 
well as building a brand new 
state-of-the-art Central Utility 
Plant to more efficiently handle 

the needs of five state buildings 
around the Capitol.

Beyond the critical life 
safety issues, ensuring public 
participation was also a 
fundamental goal of the project. 
This building, after all, is the 
physical representation of the 
way we govern ourselves, and 
public participation is paramount 
to the health of our republic. It 
is where every Wyoming citizen 
can come and impact public 
policy in our state.  Before the 
renovation, the building was not 
ADA-compliant, and offered tiny, 
overcrowded committee hearing 
rooms. 

See ROSS, 25
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Historic capitals decorate the fi rst fl oor.

Workers install plumbing and ductwork that now operate 
underneath the garden-level fl oor. 

Photos by Rachel Girt

EverGreene Architectural Arts restores 
the historic paint to the Senate.

Natural light fl oods the majestic third fl oor 
with the restored skylights.

EverGreene Architectural Arts puts the 
fi nal touches on the paint in the rotunda.
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Wyoming.

(303) 942-1713www.iconergyCO.com



July 2019 

THETHE

RENOVATION
CAPITOL 

ROSS from 23
The original 1917 paint patterns have 
returned to the Senate Chamber.
Photo by Rachel Girt
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People would travel from all 
over the state, and couldn’t even 
get into the room when a bill was 
heard, because it was too small. 
The old elevators kept breaking 
down and were too small to 
handle a gurney in medical 
emergencies.

It was a significant feat to fix 
major structural deficiencies, 
and add modern mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing systems 
to a building that is 130 years 
old, while still respecting her 
history. In fixing the critical 
infrastructure and adding more 
restrooms and new elevators, 
we lost 10,000 square feet in the 
Capitol. However, we gained 
26,000 feet in expanding the 
Capitol Extension and another 
56,000 square feet with the 
expansion of the Herschler 
Building.  Because of this 
project, we have more usable 

space for public participation in 
the legislative process, and for 
Wyomingites to meet with the 
governor and the other statewide 
elected officials.

I am filled with a sense of 
awe by the restoration efforts, 
and grateful that we were 
able to complete this critical 

undertaking to make 
the building safe and 
functional, now and 
for our children and 
grandchildren. Today, 
as you walk through the 
building, I hope you will 
likewise feel the ties to our past 
and our future as a state.
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RAM Trucking Inc. is a locally owned and operated business, and
we have been part of this project from the very start and

will continue until the end!
With the use of a number of different trucks (single dump • belly

dump • Side dump • �at bed trailers • roll-off) we have transported
material soils out of and into the project and provided waste

disposal through our waste division.

RAM
TRUCKING

INCORPORATED

THANK YOU TO THE STATE OF WYOMING AND JE DUNN FOR INCLUDING US IN THIS PROJECT!

(307) 433-9515



19
19 - 2019

CONGRATULATIONS!
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